
































































































APPENDIX A 

Survey of Members 

of the 

MINNESOTA PEAT ASSOCIATION 

Regarding 

Future Development Activities 

APRIL 1985 

Prepared by 

The Arrowhead Regional Development Commission 

With the 

Natural Resources Research Institute 



Purpose 

This paper summarizes and reviews the responses to a recent 
survey issued to Minnesota Peat Association (MPA) members. 
Approximately 35 members responded to the questionnaire. MPA 
members constitute a group of producers, researchers, suppliers, 
and wholesale buyers of peat products. Information obtained in 
this ~urvey is being used to further evaluate potential 
development in the Minnesota Peat Industry. This process will 
help the industry focus on areas of concern and provide direction 
in mar~eting strategies for Minnesota peat. 

Findings 

A majority of those members surveyed stated that their primary 
interest.in the peat industry is in production activities. 
Research was the next largest contingent of interest. Two 
respondents stated that their primary interest in the peat 
industry was in fuel research. Most of the respondents indicate~ 
that they had a horticultural type of operation with botanical 
origins in sphagnum, sphagnum/reed sedge or hypnum/reed sedge. 
Bulk, bagged or baled products were the most common form of 
product among producers. Other products produced included wood 
fiber and ragstack mats. Semi-trailer or dump truck was the most 
common mode of transportation in getting the product to market. 

When asked what new geographical markets they were interested in, 
the majority of MPA members surveyed indicated an interest in 
large scale markets (e.g. regional,. national and international) 
as opposed to local or statewide markets. Nationwide markets were 
the most dominant response. This desire to enter large scale 
markets is similiar to existing distribution of product among 
producers. Eight respondents stated that the distribution of 
their product was nationwide while five stated that their 
distribution of product was international or regional. Only two 
~embers responding to the question indicated a statewide 
distribution. 

MPA members responding to the survey also indicated that their 
main targeted consumer is the wholesale distributor. Home 
gardeners, greenhouses, landscape .firms and nurserys were ~~~~lJv 
emphasized amongst remaining respondents as targeted consumers. 
Michigan Peat, Colby Peat, Anderson Peat and Markum Peat were 
noted as main competitors in their consumer markets. 

A substantial majority of those surveyed indicated that they 
planned to diversify their product lines and peat production 
activities. Some of these activities included value added 
specialty mixes, packaging, and development of new product lines 
and equipment. Respondents also indicated that additional market 
information was needed in the areas of distribution, promotion, 
advertising and consumer expectation. Horticultural products were 



highly emphasized when MPA members were asked what new products 
should be considered for research and development in the 
Minnesota Peat Industry. Peat mat and fiber mat were also 
indicated by MPA members as good products for research and 
development efforts. One respondent noted that more work was 
needed in product quality and standardization. 



,INS'IlWCTIONS: Please circle one or mre answers per· question aDd- ccmnent: as you wtsh. 

(Number of responses for each q~e$tio:i category .. ar~ i.ndicated) 
What is your ~ interest in the peat in:iustry? 

prcxiucer sales · equ:Li:mem: research -regulatoey··. distributor . other 
/~ . 7 S 1 ~~ . 9· 

t-h!t eype of operation do yo.i have? 
fuel hord.c:ult:ural agrl.c:ult:ural other 
i./ 13 .~ 7 

t-llat is the kind (l:ctam.cal origin) of your peat? 

Sphagtun Sphagm:m/Beed-sedge Hypa.m Hypm.m/Reed-sedge Reed-sedge Peat Hulus 
6 6 3 9 ~ I 

tftic fcrm of peac prcdiJd: de you prcduce? 

buJ.keci bagged baled briquetted pelleti zed 
2 4' L.f I I 3 

1 I WbaC acde of transportation is used to get your prcduct to the market? 

duJ1p tJ:uck semi t:railer rail~y car other 
7 /3 3 I 

WbaC is the diso:il:witi on of your prcduct? 

local S'tatawide regiocal nati.om1ide 
3 .;2 .s- 3 

tac new geographical mm:Xec are you inearest.ed in? 
local Sta~ regional nac:f.omdde 

;2 s- s- 7 
wbat:/TNhc is your t:argeC.ed CCl'lS1.Jmer? 

ocher 
I 

other 
I 

bane ~ ~7 e fNhclesale distr.ibutor 
c - 16 

l andcace fim nursery fuel useJ:~ 
9 . ~ ~ : 

other '-I ----------------------------ii 
What an the prcduct:.s co11p:Citive t:o yo.irs ? 

please specify Indjcated in repgrt 
1:o you plan to di versify your prcduct lJJ:les or activities a.n:i wi'la.C are your options? 

Yes / / No 4 Mayte 3 
please specify -------------------------------------i On which mark.et: segmenc is mre infet:nation needed? 

distrltud.on p101cd.on adverd.zing consuner expectations other 
13 13 10 9 ~ 

What new prcducts should be considered for research and developnmt? 
fuel horticultural other __ ~I~nd_j_ca_t~~~d~i~n~r~e~R~or~t..._ ___________________ __ 
9 /S-· ~ 

... 

IBANK-YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION· . 



INSI'RIJCTIONS: Please circle one or rmre answers per question an:i ccmnent as you wish. 

~t is ycur primary interest in the peat ir:dustzy? 

producer sales equipnenc research regulatory distributor other 

What type of operation do ycu have? . 

fuel herd.cultural agr.icultural other 

I Wbat is the kind (bot.ani.c:al origin) of your peat? 

Sphagnl.in Sphagmm/Reed-sedge Hyprun Hypm.m/Reed-sedge Reed-sedge Peat HL.mJ.s 

Wbat fem of peat p%'Cdud: do ycu pra:h.lce? 
bulked bagged baled briquetted pelletized other 

What ax:de of transportad.on is used· co get your pra:h.lct t:o the market? 
drJmp t:r.Jck san:i. t:railer railway car other 

Wbat is the di.st:rib id on of your pra:h.lct? 
local statewide regional nationwide other · 

Wbat ·new geographical ma%kec are you i.neeres'ted in? 

local stacewide regicnal nationwide inter.national other 

wbat/~ is your targeted ccnsuner? 
I 
Jo: 

hane prdener greeMcuse TNhclesale diseribut:or 
other 

landcace fim nursery fuel use~ 

Wbat are the pra:h.lct:s canp!Ci.tive to yours ? 
. please specify 

--------------------------------------------------------: :CO you plan to diversify your prcchJc1: lines ar activities a:rx:i tNhat are your options? 

Yes Ne Mayte 

please specify 
--------------------------------------------------------! On which market segment is mre information needed? 

distril:ud..on pramtion advertizing consuner expectations other 

wbat new pra:h.lcts should be considered for research and developnent? 
fuel horticultural other 

-------------------------------------------; 

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR CCOPERATION 



APPENDIX 8 

The Natural Resources Research Institute, in conjunction with the Arrowhead 
Regional Development Commission, has, by matching grant, developed a 
publication entitled Commercial Classification of Minnesota Horticultural 
Peat. Actual publication and distribution of the document will occur in the 
first part of November, 1985. 
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